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Dear FBC Pelham Faith Family,

Happy New Year!  What a joy and privilege it is
to welcome another year with YOU!  In 2025,
Christ brought 84 new members to our faith
family! God be praised! It was a great year and
I have no doubt that this next year will add
even more love, laughter, and service to this
place.  In addition to the new family members,
we also added a new Senior Adult Pastor, Dr.
Bob Weber, a new Student Pastor, Josh
Barrentine, Matt Wright moved into his new 8
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role as Family Minister, and Meredith Whiten assumed the role as Preschool
and Children’s Director. We also renovated the old scout house and created
our Women’s Resource Center called The Resting Place. With these new
additions comes a schedule full of events that you do not want to miss out
on! For starters, January 11, Sisters in the Sanctuary kicks off a night of
worship! Men, we are not left out because on January 18, we will have our
first Man-Up event of the season! On January 25, we will have our Mission
Sunday and House of Prayer. This is where we will reveal our 26 mission trips
in 2026. Start praying NOW that God will direct you to where He wants you
to serve this year! Below you will find the names of the 84 individuals that
God added to our faith family in 2025!

Zach Allen
Meredith Allen 
Lacey Ashley
Addie Arrington 
Josh Barrentine 
Kori Barrentine 
Ava Joy Battles 
Roya Billings 
Mekhi Billings 
Jan Blackwell 
Dean Bolton
Pam Bolton
Reba Brothers 
Raymond Brothers 
Sherry Brown 
Eddie Brown 
Liam Cleveland 
Thomas Connor 
Levi Cummings 
Karen Cummings 
Bill Cummings 

Will Cummings 
Jake Daley 
Luke Firstbrook 
Barbara Fuller 
Rick Garrett 
Melissa Garrett 
Seth Garvin 
Marley Glenn 
Steadman Glenn
Eliena Hernandez 
Donna Herring 
Ron Hurd
Lindsey Hurd
Cooper Hess 
Ron Hill 
Maxsena Hill 
William Holloway 
Olivia Jackson 
Ashley Jeffries 
Cason Jeffries    
Caitlin Kirby

Tim Kirchner 
Kristian Kirchner
Savanah Kirchner
Bob Kolbe
Alanna Lawler
Mike Lawler
Raymond League
Kathy League
Michelle McLendon
Tommy McLendon
Billy Mims
Brenda Mims
Kim Morrisse
Kirklynn Paradise
Rick Penny
Tracy Penny
Bentley Peters
Emilee Powell
Zackary Powell
Ramona Popwell
Jack Popwell

Michael Quekemeyer
Pam Quekemeyer
Thad Samples
Sarah Samples
Kelly Sears
Brent Shemberger
Nelda Shemberger
Kyle Sides
Ashley Sides
Jonathan Southard
Liz Southard
Logan Suddath
Bob Weber
Charlette Weber
Barbara Weldon
Jon Wiggins
Hannah Wiggins
Lyndol Williamson
Jan Williamson
Betty Wright
Maryjan Vickers
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A new year brings on wonderful new opportunities for you to be involved in serving,
learning, growing, and GOING! FBC Pelham has so many wonderful ways that you
(regardless of age) can get involved! Here are some ways you can be more involved in
2026, if you are not already involved in these aspects of our church:

1. Sunday School - Pastor Donnie is at the Info Desk each Sunday and can tell you about
a class where you can plug in for Bible Study, fellowship, and spiritual growth with other
believers! You can also email me at tyoung@fbcpelham.org and we can discuss various
options for where you can attend Sunday School!

2. D Groups and Equip Groups - see the Sunday bulletin and look for a special bulletin
insert telling about all the D Groups that will be on Sunday nights and throughout the
week!

3. Serving - We will have more mission trip opportunities in 2026 than we ever have had
before!  

I hope you will truly experience the fullness of all that God has in store for you and our
church in this New Year and that you will know the joy of using your gifts and abilities to
make our great God known!

Education and Administration

For Him!

Todd 

Worship Ministry

Brett

Now is a perfect time to “jump in” and join the Worship Ministry family! We need
YOU and I’d consider it an honor to link arms with you, as we begin a New Year.  It’s
easy….all you have to do is show up to a rehearsal and we’ll take it from there. If
you’ve ever considered joining us, let me be the first to say “come on!!” Our first
rehearsal for 2026 will be on Wednesday, January 7, beginning at 6:15pm. If you
have any questions about how you can be a part of this incredible group of leaders,
please reach out to me @ bfuller@fbcpelham.org. Come join the fun and experience
one of the dynamic ministries of FBCP!! I hope to see you soon!

mailto:tyoung@fbcpelham.org
mailto:bfuller@fbcpelham.org
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Coming in January…

Prayer Essentials Conference – January 19-21. Refresh your prayer life in the new
year with guest teacher, Dr. Johnny Fain. Monday-Wednesday mornings, 10-11:30
AM. Wednesday night at 6:15 in the Quad. 

Grandparents Luncheon – Sunday, January 25. After 10:45 Morning Worship in
the Annex with special guest, Cynthia Moss, Grandlife Director, Shades Mountain
Baptist Church. 

Generational Faith Building – Wednesday, January 28, 6:15 PM. Student Pastor
Josh will speak to our Senior Adults on the topic, “The Power of Mentoring” while
Senior Adult Pastor Bob speaks to students on the topic, “Long Haul Faith Walk”. 

Coming in February…

E Group for Grandparents – Grandparenting Matters. Discover biblical principles
of encouraging your grandchildren to love and follow Jesus. It’s intentional
grandparenting at its best! Meets Sunday nights at 5. 

Mission New Orleans Registration – Gear up, train up, and prepare for our
annual SA Mission Lab experience to New Orleans. Sign up begins on 2/8.

March/April Preview…
Mission Lab to New Orleans. E Group for Grandparents. Student/Senior Adult
Breakfast, and MORE. 

Senior Adult Luncheons… Get ready for some awesome gatherings during our
monthly luncheons (2 Tuesday of each month). Special guests, inspiration, information,
and fellowship builders EVERY month.

nd

Senior Adults on Mission… EVERY month on the 3  Thursday to Selma. Food
distribution, prayer, and gospel sharing. It’s a serving thing!

rd

Senior Adults Growing… Every Sunday classes in the AM, Dr. Bob’s Bible Study for
Adults, Wednesdays at 6:15 PM in the Quad, AND special studies that will deepen your
knowledge and application of Scripture. 

Senior Adults Caring… Ministry to the Homebound matters! Interested? Bob can tell
you more about Cheergivers so that you can be a part of this compassion ministry. 

Senior Adult Ministry

Bob



FBC Pelham Students
 

Masters Mini Golf Tourney - 4/18/26
 

Student DNow - 2/13/26-2/15/26
 

Skill Sets - 3/14/26
 

We will have a mini-golf tournament
for participants to compete for the

FBC Pelham Students Green Jacket!

We will once again have our DNow
in February! We are excited and

expectant for what the Lord will do
in our students’ lives through this
weekend! Invite a friend for free!

We will spend time at the Annex from
9am-12pm with adults teaching
students different life skills! 

On MLK Dayfrom 1pm-3pm we will
have a dodgeball tournament in the
Annex! Students will need to sign-up
to attend and be placed on a team!

Student Dodgeball - 1/19/26



Kid’s Ministry

Meredith

What an amazing four months it has been serving in children’s ministry! I am so
grateful for the privilege of walking alongside your children as they grow in their
faith. Each week, we see firsthand how God is working in their hearts—through
their questions, their joy, and their desire to learn more about Christ. It is truly a
blessing to partner with your family and to share the love of Jesus with your kids.  I
am excited about what 2026 holds for our church family here at First Baptist
Pelham!

Movie Monday
We are excited for our upcoming Movie Monday on January 19 .  I have rented out
an entire movie theater, and we’ll be watching the new movie “DAVID!” We will meet
at the church at 11:45am and will return around 3:15pm.  For $10 your child will
enjoy the movie, popcorn, a drink, and gummies. Please make sure your child eats
lunch before coming to the church. This event it for 1 -5  graders, but younger
children may participate with a chaperoning adult. Adults, you can join in on the
fun (and snacks!) for $5!

th
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Upcoming Events
We have several special events coming this spring, and we can’t wait to enjoy these
moments with your families. Go ahead and mark these dates on your calendar and
stay tuned for more details!

February 21 – Father-Daughter Dance

March 7 – Mother-Son Nerf Battle 

April 11 – Family Fun Day

Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your children’s lives and walk with Christ.
I look forward to all God has in store for the months ahead!



Women’s Ministry
Happy New Year from the Women’s Ministry Team! We are looking forward to
growing with you in Christ and serving Christ with you in 2026.  
 
We want you to make plans to join us for the following upcoming events:
 
Join on us January 11 , 2026 for Sisters in the Sanctuary from 5-8 pm featuring
Jane Ellen Watkins, Amy Young, Cathy Fuller, Patti Sisk, Jessica Wright, Charlette
Weber, Kori Barrentine & Meredith Whiten. There will be food, fun and worship.
Theme is "This is My Story". Dinner provided. Childcare not provided. There is no
cost for this event.

th

 
 
March 13-14, 2026 – We are hitting the road and heading to FBC Gardendale for
“In the Word” with Jen Wilkin presented by Lifeway Women.  At this year’s “In the
Word” event, explore the Lord’s Prayer with fresh eyes and renewed purpose. Walk
away with a deeper theology of prayer and practical tools to transform not just
how you pray, but why you pray. Cost is $75.00 per ticket. 

 

 
April 11, 2026 – Join us at 8 am for Manna Mornings at Edgars in Pelham. This will
be a time for food, fellowship, and prayer with your sisters in Christ.  
 
April 17, 2026 - Secret Church in the Annex. This event is open to the entire
church (guys and gals). Join us for Secret Church 2026: Elijah. More details to
follow!
 

Don’t forget about small group bible study! There is always a place for you and you
are welcome to join in any of the studies being offered.  
 
Remember, you are not alone in your journey; we are a sisterhood walking together
in Christ!  



Melanie Howard, M.Ed, LPC, Registered Play Therapist
Linda Story, Ph.D., LPC, LMFT-S, 
AAMFT Clinical Supervisor

Counselor’s Corner

I’m writing this on December 8, 2025, but I don’t believe it will be published until 2026.  My thoughts tonight are on new years
resolutions.  Whether you love them or loathe them, google tells me that 41% of US adults make such resolutions every year.  Three of
the most popular resolutions are: exercise more, lose weight, and spend less money.  Of the 41% of people who make resolutions, 75% of
them have given up on the resolutions in less than a month.  Fewer than 10% of people stick to their resolutions for the full year.  

I want to give you some suggestions for a different kind of new year’s resolutions that you may find to be easier to keep.

1.EXERCISE GRACE
Grace is a beautiful thing.  You might want to start by resolving to give yourself more grace!  Ask the Lord to help you receive the grace
and forgiveness he has given you.  Remember that as believers, we are forgiven by the blood of Jesus.  After you’ve  received grace for
your own failures and imperfections, ask the Holy Spirit to help you give more grace, mercy, and forgiveness to others. 

Some practical thoughts on exercising grace:  listen before you speak, give people the benefit of the doubt, don’t let bitterness fester,
and remember your own need for grace.  Scripture reminds us: “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just
as in Christ, God forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32)

     2. LOSE the WEIGHT of SHAME
The longer I work as a professional counselor (and the more time I personally spend in the fire of sanctification), the more I am
convinced that shame is one of Satan’s most effective tools to prevent Christians from enjoying abundant life.  Brene Brown defines
shame as “the intensely painful feeling or experience of believing that we are flawed and therefore unworthy of love and belonging—
something we’ve experienced, done, or failed to do makes us unworthy of connection.”  Shame makes us feel like we are unworthy of
love – from God or from God’s people.  Unlike guilt, that may help us move out of sin, shame drives us into hiding, away from God, and
back into sin.  Satan uses shame to drive us away from Jesus and away from other believers.   I suggest that the best “weight” you
could lose in 2026 might be the weight of SHAME.  

     3. SPEND MORE TIME in SABBATH REST
These days, “resting” is a bit “counter-culture”.  We tend to measure success by how much we accomplish or complete. Today’s trend of
online working from home has probably made “rest” more elusive than ever.  Since God included the Sabbath as the 4th
commandment, he must have thought it was important!  The Sabbath is a time set aside to worship God, but it is also a GIFT given to
God’s people.  God the creator knew that his children would require REST.  God gave to his children the GIFT of rest, a day to cease
from working and to honor him.  Resting on the sabbath also acknowledges that we trust God as provider (rather than trusting in our
self-sufficiency by working 7 days per week).  If your job requires you to work on Sunday, ask the Lord for creativity and discipline to
set aside another Sabbath time during your week. Whether our Sabbath is Sunday or another day, we can trust God to bless our time
of rest and make us effective when we return to work.

There are multiple mental health benefits to getting enough rest.  When we are rested, our appetites are more regulated and we tend
to eat healthier.  Of course, when we eat healthier, we feel better.  A lack of sleep/rest makes it difficult to regulate your emotions.  A
lack of sleep/rest is associated with brain fog, difficulty concentrating, anxiety, and depression.  Sabbath is a gift we should spend
wisely!  

I hope you find these “resolutions” to be helpful to you in 2026 and beyond.

“Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:13-14

 Melanie  Howard

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%204%3A32&version=NIV


Women’s Missionary Union
WMU will meet at 10 am in the Quad Room on the dates indicated below with the
following speakers shown:

February 2, 2026     Bobby Lewis with Women First. All sizes of infant diapers
requested

March 2, 2026    Andie Bell with an update on the Wood family

April 6, 2026      David Nelson with World Song

May 4, 2026      Group field trip to Alabaster Home for Children to take
housekeeping supplies

We usually bring luncheon items to enjoy after meeting is completed but we notify
members via phone and/or notice in the bulletin weekend before meeting. 

Margaret  Richardson
(205) 602-8464


