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From Pastor Daven Watkins
Dear FBC Pelham Faith Family,
The summer is fast and furious for the
saints that call FBC Pelham home! June
was busy with much mission trip activity
and July will be equally active and
exciting. I am thrilled to be part of a local
church where the mission of Christ is so
stamped into the DNA of our identity that
we regularly and routinely commission
teams to go out, celebrate their return,
and look for opportunities to be on
mission for Him across the street and
around the globe. It is our aim to make
much of Jesus as we intentionally strive to
make disciples for a global impact. We
long to make disciples in our Jerusalem,
Judea, Samaria, and throughout the
nations.
Join us on Sunday, July 3, for one worship
service only at 10:45 AM as we celebrate
FREEDOM in Christ Jesus our Lord. Please
note that on that day there will be no
small group Sunday School classes and we
will all gather in the sanctuary for
worship. Childcare will be available for
children through 5K.
Also, throughout this month, we will
commission three mission teams going to
Texas (July 5-10), Honduras (July 16-23),
and Uganda (July 18-August 1).

At the end of the month, we will begin our
Deacon selection process. On July 24 and
July 31, we will give you a Deacon
Nomination Form. Please prayerfully
consider qualified men that you might
nominate to serve this congregation the
next three years as deacon.
To God be the glory for the GREAT
THINGS He is doing. I look forward to
seeing you soon. Invite a friend to join you
in worship on Sunday. It is a great time to
be part of FBC Pelham!
Your Pastor and Friend,

Daven

Upcoming Events
Jul 3
Jul 4
Jul 5-10
Jul 8
Jul 1115
Jul 12
Jul 1316
Jul 18Aug 1

One Worship Service
Office Closed
E3 Mission Trip to TX
Students Barons Game
Kids Music Camp
Senior Luncheon
Student UNITE
Uganda Mission Trip

Inside this issue:
From the Pastor

1

Worship Ministry

2

WMU

We will hold a Music Camp for our
children (1st-5th grade) July 11-15 from
9:00-12:00 here at FBC and our students
will participate in UNITE throughout
Shelby County doing numerous service
projects and gathering for worship July
13-16.

Senior Adult Ministry

3

Kids Ministry

3

Women’s Ministry

3

Counselor’s Corner

4

Student Ministry

4

Page 2

Pelham Vision

Worship Ministry-Brett Fuller
up! The registration deadline is July 1 for any student who
has just completed grades 1—5. Again, the dates for this
year’s Music Camp are July 11-15, from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM,
and the cost is $25. Not only will students be involved in a
“Christmas In July” themed mini-musical, they will also have
the opportunity to experience different types of worship
arts tracks. These tracks include Puppets, Stomp & Dance,
and Arts & Crafts/Woodworking. The creative opportunities
are endless!! We are working hard to ensure that this
experience will be one that each student will talk about for
years to come.

www.fbcpelham.org/musiccamp

On Sunday, July 3, we will gather for one service at 10:45
AM to celebrate our freedom in Christ and our freedom as a
nation. During this special service, we will give honor and
pay tribute to our Veterans and Military Personnel, along
with seeking God’s guidance for our country and its leaders.
Our choir and band have been working hard in preparation
for this service, and we look forward to being with you in
worship. For the remainder of the month, the choir will
continue to give leadership on Sunday mornings, but will
enjoy a break from our normal Wednesday rehearsal
schedule.

It’s during July that I begin
to turn my full attention
toward
this
year’s
Christmas program!!! I
would love to have you
join us this fall, as we race
toward Christmas. In fact,
we will “reveal” the
Christmas
music
&
program
outline
on
Wednesday, August 10, from 6:15-7:45 PM. Not only will we
have an awesome time singing, but we’ll also enjoy one of
our favorite fellowship events of the year! Christmas music
and incredible food! I hope you’ll consider visiting our
rehearsal on the 10th!! All you have to do is show up!
Finally, our regular fall schedule will resume on Wednesday,
August 17, from 6:15-7:45 PM. Maybe you’re sitting in our
fellowship and you sing, play guitar, drums, or keys, and
have always wanted to be a part of our ministry! The fall
season is the perfect time to join!! Please contact me here in
the Worship office at bfuller@fbcpelham.org if you’re
interested in learning more!
Cathy and I love you!! We look forward to seeing you in
worship!
Blessings,

Hey parents!!! We are just weeks away from our exciting
new Music Camp! There’s still time to get your child signed

- Brett
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Senior Adult Ministry-Dr. Randy Atkinson
SENIOR ADULTS ON THE GO!!
Already, six months of this year have passed. At FBC Pelham, Senior
Adults have been active and engaged in the Lord’s service. From fun
filled events to heartfelt worship to serving on most mission trips
plus Vacation Bible School. It is no secret that age is no limitation
and senior adults in our church family love to serve the Lord with
any age level and in any way available. Praise the Lord!!!!! One more
immediate opportunity for service remains this summer. The first
ever “music camp” for our church and community children will take
place in July. As expected, the call for senior adults to help and
support has gone out and many have made plans and preparations
to support this special event. Makes me proud to be part of such a
church family and especially to be involved with and servant to this
group within our church family!!
Another often overlooked and unnoticed ministry sponsored by our
seniors is called “LOVE PACKAGES”. This ministry collects out of
date literature and devotional materials plus well-worn Bibles and
other Bible study resources and distributes these items all over the
world one shipping container at a time. Already this year, over a
dozen containers have been shipped to as many foreign countries
reaching two or more continents. Senior Adults at our church help
collect these items donating much of them themselves. It is then my
privilege several times a year to carry this to a local collection site.

Then several times a year, on Facebook and through a printed
newsletter, we learn of how our efforts are benefiting spiritually
needy and soul hungry people all over the world.
As a reminder, in addition to all the activities mentioned above, we
meet monthly for food, fellowship and a brief program. Coming July
12, we meet in the FBC Pelham Annex for an indoor cookout/picnic.
After all, it’s July and we need to be cool and comfortable. Anyway,
watch for details as to what you can bring and what will be
furnished. We have begun distributing this information by email a
few days ahead of the event. The time will be 11:00 AM until 1:00
PM and the program will include in-house as well as piped in
worship and humor, plus a special guest organization will share
helpful information to those of us in our age groups and will also
furnish a part of our menu that day!!! It’s gonna’ be great—be there
or be square!!!! Further meetings this summer and early fall include
August 9 and September 13, both in the Annex and October 18 off
campus (FISH FRY). We are also still accepting reservations for a
trip to Pigeon Forge October 10-13 for Celebrators Conference. A
brochure is available and I am eager to answer your questions and
collect your deposit. See me if you are interested

-Bro. Randy

Kids Ministry—Jonathan Williams
My goodness, it’s already JULY!! Where is summer going? Our last If you have any questions, please contact Jonathan or Linda.
event for the month of July, the Children’s Ministry will join up with
our Music Ministry for Music Camp, July 11—15 for 1st—5th grade,
Jonathan Williams at jwilliams@fbcpelham.org
and it will take place here at FBCP.
Linda at lbentley@fbcpelham.org
Events for Children’s Ministry for the month of August are as
follows:

-

Jonathan

Wednesday, August 3rd, children in 1st - 5th grade who are registered
for WAW will go to Roller Motion for an evening of roller skating.
The younger ones will have an evening of Tricycles and Popsicles.
Our last night of WAW will be Wednesday, August 10th, when the
older kids will have a night of Slip N Slide and ice cream here on
campus, and the younger ones will have Water Play and ice cream.

Women’s Ministry—Marian Carter
July 23 - Ladies Summer Fun Event. We
will have a pavilion at Oak Mountain State
Park. Bring a summer covered dish to share.
Come enjoy a day of food, fun and
fellowship.
September 11 - First Responders
Appreciation Day. We will need cookies to
send to the first responders in Pelham,
Helena and Alabaster AND families to
deliver them.

November 4-6 - Ladies Fall Retreat/
Springville Camp and Conference Center.
Our speaker will be Angela Cottrell (wife of
Travis Cottrell, singer and songwriter). If you
are interested in being on the retreat
committee,
please
contact
me
at:
mariancarter444@gmail.com

-Marian

First Baptist Church Pelham
2867 Pelham Parkway
Pelham, AL 35124

Phone: 205-664-0237

Counselor’s Corner— Linda Story & Melanie Howard
Have you ever heard of positive psychology? Positive
Psychology focuses on strengths, positive experiences and
positive traits and states. Positive psychology was founded
by Martin Seligman who also founded the theory of “learned
helplessness”. Seligman’s research turned the focus away
from negative events to the more positive aspects of one’s
life. As a result, he discovered many benefits from positive
thinking and positive behavior.

hear and feel and the reasons you are grateful for them.
Think of the people you are thankful for, experiences you’ve
had and the health you enjoy.

Remember to express gratitude to others through personal
letter writing, cards, words or visits. The effects of gratitude
are greater happiness, life satisfaction, less depression and
stress and overall better physical health. A person who does
not express gratitude is usually a person of entitlement.
Through positive psychology, we see that we can shift our Additionally, the expression of gratitude does far more for
perspective. A small shift in perspective can give a huge the benefactor than the beneficiary.
benefit to one’s outlook. Some positives include gratitude,
hugs, happy people, acts of kindness, volunteering and
spending money on others.

Linda

A focus on gratitude has many benefits. The state of gratitude
has been shown to contribute to feelings of well-being, and
protects against depression and stress. A few ways to show
gratitude are included here. Journaling can be a good outlet
and consists of writing down a few things you are grateful
for. Many times, we have more negative thoughts than
positive ones. We complain about the one thing that wasn’t
done to our satisfaction while ignoring ten things that were.
Mindfulness practices using deep breathing exercises to relax
can help you move into a state of mind where you can focus.
Then begin reminding yourself of things you can touch, see,

If you want to read more on the effects of positive
psychology, see:
Seligman, M.E., Positive psychology: An introduction
Seligman, M.E., Authentic happiness.
https://positivepsychology.com/gratitude-exercises/

A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: But a broken spirit drieth the bones. Proverbs 17:22 KJV

Student Ministry— Matt Wright

