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From Pastor Daven Watkins
Dear Faith Family,
Grace and peace to you! The month of
May is a fantastic time of the year to be
intentionally and strategically engaged
in the life of our Faith Family. We get to
recognize several groups of individuals
and do significant preparation for
upcoming mission trips and activities.
On May 1, we will have the privilege of
honoring our Senior Adults in the
morning worship services and, on May
8, we will dedicate numerous babies and
their families to the LORD as we show
our appreciation to all the women who
have helped nurture us in the faith on
Mother’s Day.
On May 22, we will recognize our
Graduates and celebrate this milestone
with them and their families.
In addition to all these recognitions, we
will enjoy the Children’s Musical on
Wednesday, May 4 at 6:15 PM and our
next Man-Up event will be on Sunday,
May 22, with tailgating from 4:00-6:00
PM and worship beginning at 6:00 PM. I
am so pleased to announce that my
friend Dr. Reginald Calvert will be
preaching that evening. I want to
encourage all men of every age to make
plans to attend.

and mission trip opportunities will
continue throughout the summer.
I am delighted that you are part of this
congregation. It is no accident that you
are here!! I love you and, if you ever
need anything, please call on me. See
you soon!
Your Pastor and Friend,

Daven
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Our next meeting is Monday, May 9, at
10:00 AM in the Quad Room.

Our special guest will be Cami Jones
representing Alabama Children’s Home.
Everyone is asked to bring a monetary
Our
summer
Wednesday
night donation for the Alabama Children’s
programming begins on May 18 and our Home Summer Camp for snack items.
busy summer mission schedule will See your at our next WMU meeting,
launch with a medical trip to Honduras ladies!
on May 28. These impactful ministries

Upcoming Events
May 1
May 4
May 8

Senior Adult Sunday
Children’s Musical
Mother’s Day
Baby Dedication
May 18 What About Wednesday
May 20 Family Strong
May 22 Graduates Recognition
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Worship Ministry-Brett Fuller

You don’t want to miss our upcoming Kids Choir Spring
Musical “The Born Again Identity” on Wednesday, May 4, at
6:15 PM, over in the Annex! The author of the program

Dance, Arts & Crafts/
Woodworking,
and
sign language.
An
event like this cannot
become a reality
without your support
and manpower. We
need volunteers to
help with registration,
snack time, and in
each of the individual
creative arts tracks.
Each track will have a
designated leader, but
we need worker bees
as well! You don’t
have to be a musically trained professional to help with a
music camp! Please contact Crystal Riley in the Worship
Office to sign-up to help volunteer for this event
(criley@fbcpelham.org).
Finally, on Sunday, July 3, we will gather for one service at
10:45 AM to celebrate our freedom in Christ and our

describes the musical this way: “Deep in the recesses of a
hidden location, in the headquarters of the Jerusalem
Intelligence Service 3 (JI3), a spy organization so top-secret
that no Bible scholar has ever known they existed has been
tapped to discover if the mysterious encounter between
Nicodemus and Jesus was just a simple conversation, or
evidence of a supernatural plan to change the world!”
This exciting 37-minute musical will begin immediately
after the evening meal is served. As part of the event, we
will be serving a very special dessert that you’ll be able to
enjoy as you watch the kids perform. Our preschool choir
will also be with us and will sing prior to the start of the
musical! I want to encourage you to make this evening a
priority in your family’s schedule! Come and enjoy a
wonderful dinner, then stay for dessert and an exciting
musical!
We are in full preparation mode for our Summer Music
Camp, July 11-15, from 9:00 AM—12:00 PM, and we
need YOUR help! Under the leadership and creative
brainpower of Jennifer Neugent Thomason, this event
promises to be an incredible experience for all who
participate. Not only will students, grades 1-5, be involved
in a “Christmas In July” themed mini-musical, they will also
have the opportunity to experience different types of
worship arts tracks. These tracks include puppets, Stomp &

freedom as a nation. During this special service, we will
give honor & pay tribute to our Veterans and Military
Personnel, along with seeking God’s guidance for our
country and its leaders. We are currently seeking
veterans and active duty personnel to participate in the
“Salute to the Armed Forces Medley” portion of the service.
As in years past, you will simply be asked to enter the
platform and stand with your branch’s flag when your
anthem is played! Please contact Crystal Riley in the
Worship Ministry office to be a part of this year’s Freedom
Celebration (criley@fbcpelham.org).
Cathy and I love serving with you and we look forward to
seeing you in worship!
Blessings,
-

Brett
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Senior Adult Ministry-Dr. Randy Atkinson
NEWS & VIEWS!
What a wonderful spring and especially the past six weeks or so.
Twenty-three of us traveled for 6 days to New Orleans for the
annual mission trip. We completed projects at an inner-city
home, including building a ramp, painting inside, repair on porch
overhang, and ministry to a sweet widow lady, her family and
neighbors. Others of the group ministered to an adult daycare,
rehab facilities for both men and women and a local nursing
home. On one day, all 23 of us labored on the campus of New
Orleans Seminary. As a result, rooms for student summer
mission groups were painted and prepared for use, plus the
“Swap shop” utilized by seminary families was cleaned, cleared
and organized. There was very little time for sightseeing,
entertainment or rest. We worked hard every day, had a great
time together, enjoyed relatively pleasant weather and returned
knowing we had touched numerous lives, left a true Christian
witness and accomplished even more than we had planned.
We have established the semi-annual tradition of going offcampus in the spring and fall. This spring, over 100 of us

gathered all over the grounds of a local park and enjoyed much
food and fellowship. We plan to do something similar in the fall
of 2022.
As you read these lines, we have just completed Senior Adult
Weekend 2022. Around 150 of us plus cooks and servers
gathered for the annual “appreciation” banquet. Evangelist
Terry Veazey from Montgomery provided the program of music,
ventriloquism humor and a message from the WORD. May I
offer a special word of appreciation and thanks to all who
attended, decorated, cooked, served, etc.. Then the weekend
concluded with the viewing of our “mission moments” video
shared in the morning worship of May 1. This service also
included a time to recognize and thank all present or who were
viewing for their role as senior adults in FBCP.
Summer 2022 lies ahead and appears to hold many more
adventures and blessings. I look forward to it all and am
thankful to be serving here within this church family!!!!

-

Bro. Randy

Kids Ministry—Jonathan Williams
The first thing for may will be Wednesday, May 4, when our those dates. That can be done either online or with registration
children’s choirs will have their Children’s Musical / Dessert forms located in the Children’s Welcome Center for both children
Night at 6:15 PM in the Annex.
and preschool. The cost is $5 for preschoolers and $35 for
children.
Then on Mother’s Day, May 8, our preschoolers will have
“Muffins with Mom” at 10:45 AM. No reservation is needed—we On Friday, May 20, the Children’s Ministry will provide a Family
just invite all moms who have children in 3K-5K to join us for a Strong on-campus event for 1st-5th graders from 6:00-8:30 PM.
time of fun and worship, and, of course, muffins. On that same So, there is plenty happening in the Merry Month of May!
day, there will be Parent/Baby Dedication in both the 9:15 and
the 10:45 services. This is a special time when parents and Bring your child and join us as we minister to your most
church families commit to bring up our children in the nurture precious gift—your child. If you would like to be a volunteer to
and admonition of the LORD.
help in the children’s ministry, please contact Jonathan Williams
at jwilliams@fbcpelham.org or Linda at lbentley@fbcpelham.org.
Finally, on Wednesday, May 18, the What About Wednesday
(WAW) begins for the summer. A great time for fun events and
learning about Jesus. You will need to register your child for

Jonathan

Women’s Ministry—Marian Carter
Keep these events on your calendar for this summer and fall! If
you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at
mariancarter444@gmail.com.
July 23 - Ladies Summer Fun Event. We will have a pavilion at
Oak Mountain State Park. Bring a summer covered dish to share.
Come enjoy a day of food, fun and fellowship.
September 11 - First Responders Appreciation Day. We will
need cookies to send to the first responders in Pelham, Helena
and Alabaster AND families to deliver them.

November 4-6 - Ladies Fall Retreat/Springville Camp and
Conference Center. Our speaker will be Angela Cottrell (wife of
Travis Cottrell, singer and songwriter). If you are interested in
being on the retreat committee, please contact me at:
mariancarter444@gmail.com

-Marian

First Baptist Church Pelham
2867 Pelham Parkway
Pelham, AL 35124

Phone: 205-664-0237

Counselor’s Corner— Linda Story & Melanie Howard
I started to begin this article by saying that the Easter season
has passed. But as I explore that thought, I realize that the
Easter season really never passes. So, then I might think the
season that we celebrate Easter has passed or the time that
we acknowledge the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
has passed. But that would not be accurate either. Because as
Christians, we celebrate and acknowledge every day the
birth, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. So, it would not
be accurate to say that the Easter season has passed or the
time that we celebrate has passed.

I admit, I did not know what she was looking at. It took me a
few minutes to find it because from some positions, it wasn’t
visible. There are times when the cross might be obscured.
Especially in countries where Christians are persecuted.
Those Christians survive because they don’t take their eyes
off the cross. So, as we move on with the remainder of this
year, let’s try to be as focused on the cross and on Jesus as we
are on that day in the spring when we celebrate Resurrection
Sunday. Focus on being a better person. Focus on sowing
seeds of love and kindness.

Certainly, the day of the year that we recognize as Easter
Sunday or Resurrection Sunday comes in the spring and we
are more aware of that. We seem to go all out buying new
clothes, visiting, having Easter dinner and attending church
maybe for the first time in a year. And it’s certainly at the
forefront of our mind as Christians. The rest of the year, we
get distracted by everything and it’s not so present as it is on
Easter Sunday.

On second thought, our focus really shouldn’t be on the cross.
Our focus should be on the one who is missing from the
cross. Because we as Christians know that it doesn’t end
there. The cross is a symbol to us. A beautiful but horrifying
symbol. Beautiful for the sacrifice and the love. Horrifying
because of the manner of death that Jesus endured. What
does the cross have to do with mental and behavioral health?

One day a few weeks back, right before the day that we
celebrate Easter, I had my seventy-pound puppy in the front
yard. My neighbors are Christian and in their front yard they
had a small cross about three feet tall. A purple cloth was
draped over the top. This cross was in their garden next to
their house so it wasn’t easily visible. From certain positions
you could see it clearly. That’s how it is with us. When we get
in certain positions, our perspective and our view of the
cross can become clearer or more distant and farther away.
Well, my puppy saw the cross. She was so amazed by that
cross that she actually stood on her hind feet with me on the
other end of the leash trying to hold her back as she was
trying to get a better view of the cross. It didn’t matter what
happened around her. It didn’t matter if I was calling her. It
didn’t matter if I was calling her. It didn’t matter if my
neighbors were outside. She could not take her eyes off of
that cross no matter what the distraction was. I thought
about how I desired to be like that all the time. What would it
be like if we always stayed in a position to see the cross?

Everything. Our thoughts affect how we feel and how we feel
triggers certain actions. If we feel hurt, we’re going to act
hurt. If we feel anger, we’re going to act angry. If we feel love,
we’re going to act loving. If we feel forgiveness, we’re going
to act in a forgiving way. If we feel that we have been shown
mercy, then that’s going to prompt us to show mercy to
others. Our spiritual health is tied directly to our mental
health and our mental health is tied to our behavior. Keeping
our attention on the meaning of the cross can assist in
identifying faulty thoughts and bringing them under the
obedience of Christ. As Christians, we must strive to keep our
focus on what the cross means to us. When we lose signt of
Jesus, we lose our perspective and our ability to follow his
commandments. The abundant life depends on how we
position ourselves with the Lord.
-

Linda

Graduate Recognition Sunday, May 22

