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From Pastor Daven Watkins
Dear FBC Faith Family,
Grace and peace to you! There
are some dates that are forever
etched into the memory of a
generation.
Individuals can
remember with vivid clarity
where they were and what they
were doing when they heard the
news. For example, December
7, 1941 is one of those dates for
that is the Day of Infamy when
the Japanese military viciously
bombed Pearl Harbor prompting
America’s entry into World War
II.
Another such date is
November 22, 1963, for that day
marks the assassination of John
F. Kennedy, the youngest man to
ever have been elected to the
highest office in our land and
our 35th President of the United
States of America, as he rode in
an open motorcade through
Dallas, Texas. This month marks
one of those dates as we
commemorate
the
20th
Anniversary of 9/11. September
11, 2001 is a date that will forever
be etched and seared into the
fabric of our minds. Most of us
can recall with vivid accuracy
where we were when we first
received the news that several
airplanes had been hijacked and
flown into the Twin Towers of
New York City and the Pentagon
of Washington, D. C.
We
huddled around televisions in
our homes, offices, schools, and
workplaces and watched in
stunned horror and disbelief as
the news stations repeatedly

showed the footage. We were
glued
to
our
televisions
throughout the day as more
information came in and the
death tolls continued to rise. At
that time, I was pastor of First
Baptist Church in Owenton,
Kentucky and we, like many
churches, opened the sanctuary
that evening for people to
come, pray, and read Scripture.
I will never forget that it was a
sweet, elderly woman by the
name of Wilma Perkins who
rose from her seat and walked
to the front of the sanctuary
with her well-worn, tattered,
maroon-colored Bible in hand.
She broke the congregation’s
mixture of silence and sobs by
reading with conviction Psalm
46. When she concluded, she
returned to her seat with a calm
confidence. Out of everything
that was done that evening, her
reading of Psalm 46 ministered
to me at my deepest point of
need. In fact, I have found that
in moments of suffering and
strife, I reach for this precious
Psalm as a source of security
and stability
The Psalm begins with the
opening line, “God is our refuge
and strength, an ever-present
help in trouble.”
I have
discovered that the most
important word in the entire
Psalm is the opening word of
the first sentence. Often times
we read verse one and place the

emphasis on the wrong
word. We focus on the
word
“refuge”
or
“strength” or even the
phrase “ever-present help.”
While all of those words
and phrases are extremely
valuable,
the
most
important word is the word
GOD. The author of this
Psalm reminds us that it is
God and God alone who is
our refuge. It is God and
God alone who is our
strength and it is God and
God alone who is our everpresent help in time of
trouble. We don’t trust in
our money, or our military,
or our own might. Our
security does not rest in our
retirement
funds,
the
accumulation of wealth, a
diversified portfolio, or the
personal wisdom we have
acquired throughout life.
Our strength and security
does not result from
worldly wisdom, human
ingenuity
or
modern
technology. Our trust is in
God and God alone. The
Psalmist reminds us that
God is our refuge. The
word refuge can be
translated as strong tower,
fortress, or shelter. If we
find ourselves in Him, then
we have all the stability and
security we need. He is our
strength. The word
(Continued on Page 4)

Upcoming Events
Sep 5—No Evening Activities
Sep 6—Office Closed Labor Day
Sep 12-15—RIOT
Sep 13—Upward Basketball
Registration Begins
Sep 14—Senior Adult Luncheon
Sep 20—Deacon Meeting
Sep 22—Business Meeting in
the annex at 5:45 PM
Sep 24—Family Strong Event
Sep 30-Oct 2—Men’s Fishing
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Senior Adult Ministry- Dr. Randy Atkinson
2021 & 2022 UPCOMING Senior Adult Events
Save the dates and watch for more information
September 14—Luncheon/program—ANNEX—Indoor picnic menu with anniversary cake
Food provided, please make a donation to cover the cost of the food
September 30-October 2—Men’s deep sea fishing trip
October 11-14—Celebrators—Pigeon Forge—$375 balance due by end of August
October 19—Fall fish fry at Indian Springs
October 21-22—Legacy Grandparenting Summit
Around this time, we will secure a date for the Annual Samaritan’s Purse Trip to Atlanta
In December
November 9—Luncheon/program with turkey and fixin’s
December—date to be set for Samaritan’s Purse Trip
December 14—Luncheon/program with ham and fixin’s
March 26-April 1, 2022—Mission Trip to New Orleans

Bro. Randy

Student
Ministry
– MattWright

Worship Ministry Brett Fuller
Now is a perfect time to “jump in,”
and help us lead! We need YOU and
I’d consider it an honor to link arms
with you on a weekly basis. All you
have to do is show up to a rehearsal
and we’ll take it from there. If you’ve
ever considered joining us, let me be
the first to say “come on!!”

We have just started our Christmas
Program music and it is powerful. It isn’t
too late to be part of this worship choir as
we prepare this wonderful Christmas
program.
Cathy and I would be honored to serve
with you. Let’s link arms together, strive
for excellence, lead passionately, and

look to the horizon to see what God has
in store for us!! As always . . . Cathy and I
look forward to seeing you in worship!

Brett
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Counselor’s Corner— Linda Story & Melanie Howard
What Needs to Change?
There are circumstances in our life that
can totally disrupt our way of being. Or
there may be situations that we wish
were present but seem to be absent. It’s
important to clarify those issues in order
to make the changes that can improve
your life.
Begin by asking yourself what
circumstances
in
your
life
are
contributing to stress, dissatisfaction or
unhappiness. After identifying those
circumstances, explore the reason
behind the dissatisfaction.
In other
words, why do they lead to
dissatisfaction?
Next, identify things you want to be
present in your life that would increase
your sense of fulfillment. That might
include activities that you could be
involved in to increase your quality of life.
What changes do you want to occur to

help you be happier? Do you carry
burdens or tasks that you could share
with others? Maybe you take on too
much when you really don’t have to?
Evaluate your resources or ideas that can
provide support. Then select a few ideas
and explore how they might be helpful to
you. Basically, doing a pro-con analysis of
resources and ideas. Then determine the
steps you need to take to implement
them.
Remember, you can’t change others and
can’t always change the circumstances.
However, you can change yourself and
the way you conduct life. That in turn can
change your circumstances.

Dr. Linda

“Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, the new
creation

has

come:

The old has gone, the
new is here!”

2 Corinthians 5:17

Recreation and Outreach- Donnie Sisk

Upward Basketball - Please join me in
praying for the upcoming season. On
September 13th we will be opening up
registration for the 2021-2022 Upward
Basketball Season. We will have
coaches’ meetings and basketball
academies very soon also. Here are the
dates:
Monday, September 20th – 6:00 PM –
New Coaches’ Meeting
Tuesday, September 20th – 7:00 PM –
Returning Coaches’ Meeting

We are also offering three Basketball
Academies to help your player get
ready for evaluations and the season.
There is no cost for these, but
reservations will be required.
Monday, September 27th - 6:00 - 1st & 2nd
Grade Basketball Academy
Tuesday, September 28th - 6:00 - 3rd & 4th
Grade Basketball Academy
Thursday, September 30th - 6:00 - 5th - 8th
Grade Basketball Academy

Donnie

First Baptist Church Pelham
2867 Pelham Parkway
Pelham, AL 35124
Phone: 205-664-0237

Kids Ministry —Jonathan Williams
The fall semester is well underway, and
we have had a fantastic return to fall
ministry programming.
Go ahead and mark your calendars for
two great ministry events coming soon.
Friday, September 24, we will be hosting
another Family Strong event, and on
Sunday, October 31, we will host a trunk
or treat in the upper parking lot.

Jonathan

(Continued from page 1)
strength implies that not only does He give
us the strength to fight off the adversary
but He gives us inner strength to carry on
despite extreme difficulty and tragedy. He
is our ever-present help in trouble. Our
God never falls asleep at the wheel for He
closely watches over His children. In fact,
it was C. H. Spurgeon who said that God is
“closer to you than your own shadow.”

Our God is an ever-present help for His
people. GOD truly is our refuge and
strength and an ever-present help in
trouble! That was helpful not only 20
years ago but it is equally helpful today.
As we face the uncertainty and insecurity
of a global pandemic that continues to
linger, we declare with the Psalmist that
our trust is in our God regardless of
circumstances!
May
you
be

Women’s Ministry–
Ladies, please!!
We will have an “on-campus”
fall retreat on November
5th & 6th. SAVE THIS DATE!
Our incredible speaker will
be Mrs. Kris Goertzen. She

strengthened this day by His Word. I
can’t wait to see you soon!

Your Pastor and Friend,

Daven

Marian Carter

is a pastor’s wife and a
wonderful Bible teacher/retreat
speaker. Her husband is the
pastor at Shades Mountain
Community Church in Bluff
Park. Please make plans to join
us for great Bible study,
worship and a lot of fun.

Marian

